Greater Nottingham Cycle Development Group
Notes of 13th November Meeting
 
1.  Introductions and Apologies 

Apologies were given by Arthur Williams
2. CTC Session – Roger Geffen

Roger outlined the objectives and work of CTC from local rides to extending into research, cycling support services like insurance and to major projects. One element is preserving the legacy of Cycle England. Roger explained that CTC considered that to make a safe and friendly cycling environment attention needed to be paid to all of

· Integrated infrastructure and design (prioritising walking and cycling)

· Protection and visibility (helmets and hi-viz)

· Good cycling skills and habits (instruction from a young age)

· An empathetic culture between all road and footway users

· Legal developments and enforcement

· Positive promotion 

Discussion then centred around Cycletopia (see Agenda and Papers Appendix 1), this was very wide reaching and some outcomes were:

· Tipping point might come when 4% of journeys are by bike

· It is a Utopian vision which had good rationale and clear descriptions of what is needed. However all planners will have constraints which limit some aspirations.

· Freight is not considered a major cause of accidents locally

· Need to look for the benefits to the public in any cycle infrastructure proposals

· Importance of good cycle shops and to widen the scope of what our recycling shops do

· Need to target cycle hire at different beneficiaries

· Importance of cycle hire where there are flats with little in the way of bike storage

· Need to get not just main Council leaders supporting cycling but need to get all councillors with us

· Must have balance about what it takes to make a safe and friendly cycling environment in all communications relating to cycling. We must avoid over stating the strength of one particular  intervention such as Hi Viz and helmets without referencing all the other interventions that are needed

We considered some of the CTC design guides and particularly the pro’s and con’s of segregation
Roger explained why CTC wants targets for road safety to be based on the risk of travelling, not just the numbers of injuries. The high numbers of deaths in Nottinghamshire was discussed and it was recognised that 2 deaths were on HA roads and one at a level crossing. 
3. Cycling Infrastructure Update – updated situation report attached

4. Matters outstanding from previous meetings

4.1. Electronic Map Layers – Keith is continuing with proposals to provide map layers and part downloads to a variety of electronic devices. It was suggested we should keep things simple, show school names and hills on maps. Keith asked for help developing the BikeAbility layer and RideWise representatives agree in principle to provide the input. Keith and Gary to discuss. Gradients will be shown on the next map reprint presently planned for the spring.
4.2. Respect - Keith has prepared a draft briefing paper for some research locally. It was suggested there was new information showing what pedestrians, cyclists and drivers need to do to create a better culture for the more vulnerable road users. Gary to provide some information to Keith and v.v. Keith to circulate the draft brief to the group.
4.3. Positioning of crossing signs and displays at crossings. The briefing paper provided was discussed and it was recognised that
· A standard approach to each crossing was near impossible to implement as each crossing had its own specific context.
· the crossings on University Boulevard may not follow guidelines and should be reconsidered as part of tram works
4.4. Finalising the Cycling Action Plan - The Delivery table was being updated to reflect the increased funding available from LSTF Main Bid and would be made available in the next few weeks. 

5. AOB
5.1. Implications of the transfer of the responsibilities for public health from PCTs to local authorities in April 2013. 
Helen was not available but Gary explained that at a CVD meeting he had been told that contracts ending after March 2013 would be novated with the City PH team, for those finishing March 2013, larger commissioned contracts would be re-commissioned and smaller ones would be rolled on until re-commissioning was possible within the constraints of PH team resources.
5.2. Implications for cycle carriage on trains of the plans for the closure of Nottingham Station in July-August 2013 as part of the rebuilding of Nottm Station 'Hub' project. 
Chris C suggested this was a good question for EMT at their stakeholder conference

6. Date of Next Meeting
 
 15th January 2pm at Loxley House

 

