Nottinghamshire County Council Third Local Transport Plan
 - Comments from Pedals (Nottingham Cycling Campaign) in response to Consultation, January 2011
 

Building on Past Performance
 

It is very important that the reductions in cycling levels in some parts of the County referred to are addressed through a series of mutually reinforcing measures, in terms both of 'hard measures' such as infrastructural improvements and in terms of 'soft measures' such as increased access to cyclist training and featuring cycling prominently in the formulation and implementation of travel places, including workplace-, school- and residential travel plans.
 

Transport Vision for Nottinghamshire
 

We welcome the proposed long-term vision at three spatial levels and specifically:-
 

a) within local neighbourhoods, the commitment to provide safe and sustainable access to local facilities and services,......and including priority for pedestrians, cyclists and those with mobility difficulties
 

b) to provide everyone with safe and sustainable transport options for movement within and between our towns and district centres. This must however include options for integrating cycling with public transport and plentiful, secure and convenient cycle parking as well as parking for private cars.
 

Strategic goals
 

We welcome the inclusion among these strategic goals of the need to encourage sustainable and healthy travel, and also minimising the impacts of transport on peoples' lives, the environment and helping to tackle carbon emissions. Promotion of cycling is vital to all of these, as well as in promoting access to key services.
 

Transport objectives
 

We are pleased to see that encouraging people to cycle is included in the transport objectives, based on the feedback on the 12 local transport challenges included in the earlier public consultation, as well as the need to reduce transport's impact on the environment, adapting to climate change, the development of a low-carbon transport system, improving levels of health and activity by encouraging active travel instead of short car journeys, and addressing and improving personal safety (and perceptions of safety) when walking, cycling or using public transport. We also welcome the inclusion of the objective to maintain and improve existing infrastructure, which must include cycle facilities as well as roads and footways, etc.
 

Wider issues and challenges
 

The expected peaking of oil production in the next few years, with much higher oil prices, and the consequent urgent need to investigate alternative fuel sources and promote alternative forms of transport other than the private car makes the need for comprehensive increased promotion of cycling all the more vital, as do also the increasing challenges of addressing climate change and reducing carbon emissions.
 

Delivering the transport objectives and making better use of existing infrastructure
 

In the current much more constrained financial climate the need to concentrate transport spending on cost-effective and smaller-scale projects, such as the promotion of cycling is all the more vital, as is also the need to make the best possible use of existing infrastructure, referred to in the consultation document, we are glad to see. This should include upgrading this where appropriate, as an alternative to large-scale new infrastructure. 
 

High standards of maintenance are also all the more vital in this context, as well as demand management to encourage more selective use of private motor vehicles and greater use of bikes, especially for shorter trips. Lower and better enforced speed limits, including much wider use of area-wide 20mph zones in urban areas, are also another very cost-effective way to promote cycling (and walking) and, if well implemented and enforced, can often reduce the need for cycling-specific infrastructure.
 

Pedals welcomes all of the suggested ways of making better use of existing infrastructure, especially reducing the demand to travel (by motorised means) on the existing transport networks, promotion of marketing of existing networks, improved asset management and the undertaking of small-scale improvements to the transport networks, including localised improvements.
 

As well as making the most effective use of limited County Council and other local authority resources to promote cycling, it is also, we consider vital, that delivery of measures to increase cycling are closely integrated with funding from other sources such as developer contributions and Highways Agency funding in the case of trunk roads. This has not always been the case locally and the need for this integration should be given greater prominence in future.
 

In conclusion we would like to emphasise the importance of detailed implementation of these proposed measures, if cycling promotion is to be effective, and for this to be undertaken in close consultation with local cyclists. To help this we would welcome the reestablishment of the cycle working parties which the County Council ran for many years and which provide a very useful opportunity for input by cyclists, for review and monitoring of progress.
 

We would also like to take this opportunity of drawing your attention to the Pedals comprehensive wish lists for Broxtowe, Gedling and Rushcliffe Boroughs, prepared about 3-4 years ago at the request of Paul Hillier, and revised in 2009, which still form the basis of the improvements we would like to see.
 

Hugh McClintock
for Pedals
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