CYCLE ACTION PLAN REVIEW 2009-2011 - Pedals comments, December 2011
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Commuter cycle routes:

Hucknall Road:

· This corridor still needs the major improvement of safer crossings of the Outer Ring Road (Valley Road) near the City Hospital

Ucycle project related schemes:

Still needed are:

· Safer cycle track crossing by the University Park west entrance at the at the adjoining Broadgate / University Boulevard / Woodside Road roundabout

· Contraflow cycle access alongside the campus north exit on to Clifton Boulevard just south of the Derby Road roundabout

· Upgrading of the cycle path on the west side of Clifton Boulevard (between Derby Road and the Dunkirk island) with particular respect to making better use of the limited space now provided for cyclists and pedestrians, and the proposed NET Chilwell-Toton extension overbridge, and revised arrangements on Science Road to accommodate the tram extension.

Clifton:

· Important to keep up pressure on the Highways Agency to fund the rest of the proposals, on the trunk road section of Clifton Lane, between the Clifton Bridge mini-roundabout and the Silverdale roundabout, and including improved signing of the connections to other routes including the riverside path nearby.

Future cycling corridor improvements:

· Important to ensure close coordination with the County Council on those corridor routes extending outside the city, e.g. the A612 corridor, where some shared paths have been created but junctions can be problematic for cyclists.

Ring Road Major:
· Very important that this does include cycle path enhancements, with particular regard to the junction crossings and side road entry treatments, as well as improved enforcement to discourage drivers from parking on the paths.

Strategic Cycle Network:

· Important to develop a long-term vision for this, even if current funding problems mean that little investment is likely in the near / foreseeable future.

· Possible cycling improvements in the A52T corridor between Bramcote and Dunkirk islands, as well as links alongside the NET route to Chilwell-Toton and the Erewash Valley Trail and Bennerley Viaduct

· Proposed route alongside the NET extension route to Clifton on the stretch past Wilford between Wilford Lane and Coronation Avenue, connecting to the two existing shared paths (Coronation Avenue-Wilford Lane and Ruddington Lane-Ruddington) and including an upgrading of the current informal route to the South Nottingham Industrial Estate from the Compton Acres (Acorn Bank) to Ruddington Lane (Wilford) cycle path.

· Improved cycle links to local FE Colleges, as part of the extension of Ucycle Project funding to cover FE colleges.
· Need to have regard to a series of further potential Big Track links (with minimal use of obstructive access controls such as A-frame barriers, and with comprehensive, coherent and consistent singing including local directions signing) including:-

· Riverside path extension on the north bank from Trent Bridge and the Meadows Lane canal lock through to Colwick Park and from Colwick Park via the Netherfield Industrial Estate and railway bridge over the Trent (between Netherfield and Radcliffe on Trent) towards Stoke Bardolph and even Newark.

· South bank extensions and improvements towards the NWSC (Holme Pierrepont) and Radcliffe on Trent, with links to the proposed route enhancements along the Grantham canal as part of the Grantham Canal Restoration Project, as well as possible NWSC-Colwick Park cycle-pedestrian bridge

· Improved links along the Fairham Brook corridor between Clifton Bridge and Clifton-Ruddington towards Rushcliffe Country Park and potential housing growth areas south of Clifton, as well as Gotham, etc.
· Improved riverside paths on the south bank of the Trent west of Wilford and Clifton Bridge through to Barton-in Fabis and Thrumpton and with connections to the cycling provision planned as part of the A453 dualling scheme between Clifton and the M1-East Midlands Airport (part of Sustrans NCN Route 15)

· Proposed Sustrans Leicester-Nottingham NCN route, extending northwards from the Connect 2 Project schemes in the Watermead Country Park area north of Leicester (due for completion early in 2013). 

Important to work closely with Sustrans as they develop ideas for this, including possible route options (‘braids’) on the approaches to Nottingham, e.g. 

a) via Keyworth, Plumtree and Gamston, with a possible link between Plumtree and Rushcliffe Country Park via upgrading of the bridleway between Plumtree and Flawforth, east of Ruddington.

b) via Wysall, Bradmore, Ruddington, with further potential options on this route
i) via Ruddington Lane and the proposed route alongside the NET extension past Wilford and 
ii) between Ruddington Village (and Ruddington Business Park and Rushcliffe Country Park) via the subway under the A52T at Sharp Hill and the major new housing development at Sharp Hill, north of the A52T and by the A606, West Bridgford / Edwalton, with links via the new housing spine path to Boundary Road (near Rushcliffe School and the Rushcliffe Leisure Centre) and the Green Line through to Melton Road and West Bridgford town centre, etc.
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On-road facilities including cycle lanes and ASLs:

ASLs:

· Important wherever possible to include good approach cycle lanes, as part of wider measures to improve junctions for cyclists

· Also vital to improve level of enforcement and respect for these by all drivers

· Improved maintenance of markings also a vital part of increased respect by drivers; several ASLs (and approach cycle lane) marking are now badly eroded, e.g. on Arkwright Street, on the southern approach to the Queen’s Road traffic signals near Nottingham Station.
Cycle lanes:
· Continuity through junctions does help less confident cyclists in particular

· Important to ensure that these are not obstructed by parked cars

Improve links with other types of transport:

· Need for comprehensive series of safe and signed access routes from different directions, including the Sneinton Greenway and Manvers Street.
· Provide cycle hire at Station including possible Brompton Dock as tried successfully at several SWT stations and now proposed at Leicester Station.
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Embedding cycle improvements within major transport and development schemes

The Hub

· Expand the Secure Bike Compound at an early stage, while ensuring adequate spacing between stands for people leaving and fetching their bikes, all with regard to security and good lighting / surveillance and shelter, as well as ease of access to and from the compound, with minimal risk of conflict with other station users.
· All cycle parking (and cycle hire) facilities must be clearly signed both externally and internally.

NET Phase 2:

· Pay particular attention to potential problem areas for cyclists at junctions, e.g.
Waterway Street / Meadows Way, 
by the University Park south entrance, 
Abbey Street/ Gregory Street, Lenton) 
and generally on narrower streets with no or very limited space for cycle lanes or cycle paths alongside, e.g. 
Meadows Way and 
Chilwell Road (Beeston) / Chilwell High Road

· Ensure provision of new routes for cyclists alongside the tram extensions where possible, particularly on the Wilford Lane-Ruddington Lane stretch (past Wilford) of the Clifton line and the Chilwell-Toton stretch of the Toton line.

Regeneration Zones:

· Provide safe, coherent and attractive links between the north end of the London Road canal path and the Lace Market and City centre via the Island site and across the London Road roundabout, etc.

· Complete the riverside path from Trent Bridge to Colwick Park via Trent Lane, etc.

Improving the City Centre for cyclists:

· Ensure that clear routes are signed and marked across the city centre (with connections to surrounding routes), both in west-east-west and north-south-north directions.

· Ensure that an improved direct route for cyclists is created between Carrington Street and Listergate as part of any Broad Marsh redevelopment plans, to create a more direct and less steep approach for cyclists from the Station and the south of the city.

· Provide a clearer and safer layout for two-way cycling at the junction of George Street and Carlton Street, so that cyclists heading east (downhill) are not faced with a choice of riding the wrong way on the road or the wrong way on the uphill cycle lane on the south side of Carlton Road.
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Improve the information available to cyclists;

· Publicise Cyclestreets as well as the Transport Direct cycle journey planner

· Ensure that paper maps are kept up to date and reprinted to meet ongoing demand

· Improve the contents of the notice board in the Station Bike Compound, with regular updates and provide at least one further non-electronic notice board, e.g. in the Wilford Bridge area, an important cycle routes hub.

Make further improvements to The Big Track and other off-road routes:

· See comments above on ‘Strategic Cycle Network

· Ensure that all of The Big Track includes comprehensive signing of local destinations, as well as main local feeder routes.
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Improve links to local facilities including better lighting and bike parking at destinations:

· Ensure good quality cycle parking (undercover is possible) is available, in small clusters (if space permits, to improve convenience) at all local and District shopping centre, retails parks and health facilities, site with careful regard to security, convenience and ease of access.

Investigate the potential to introduce local recycling schemes
· This work needs to be more widely publicised, and with the support of more local community groups.

· Potential also to link this work more widely to local self-help bike repair schemes, e.g. in Sneinton and Beechdale / Bilborough, as well as the FHA Bike Club at Bulwell.
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Deliver more safe routes to schools and deliver 20mph zones outside schools

· Pedals strongly support the wider delivery of these zones, especially if they are well-enforced.

General / other improvements:

Infrastructure:

· Small-scale improvements, the need for many of which was identified on the Pedals comprehensive wish list, is very important, in reassuring cyclists that their needs are being respected, and this must include close attention to detailed design and construction, as well as monitoring of any (early) problems

· Very important to take care to avoid creating further general road layouts that are problematic for cyclists, e.g. (sudden) pinch points and / or cycle lanes and cycle paths that suddenly terminate, leaving it unclear how best safely to continue.

· Other traffic management schemes such as pavement build-outs and bus lanes must be designed with full regard to their probable impact on cyclists.

· In the case of one-way streets the general rule, in view of the revised DfT Traffic Sign guidance (2011) should be that contraflow cycling is the norm, in the interests of promoting more permeability for cyclists, unless there are particular local circumstances making this in advisable.

· Cycle parking: important to give more attention to secure and easily accessible provision of cycle storage in blocks of flats.

Travel Plans:

· Enforcement and monitoring, with penalties for non-compliance, are very important if these are to fulfil their potential

· Need to ensure systematic and regular feedback from (Workplace) BUGs (Bicycle User Groups) and to encourage the creation and maintenance of further BUGs, to help generate more comprehensive feedback from cyclists, both regular and occasional.

HMcC, 1.12.11
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