PEDALS WISH LIST AND PRIORITIES FOR BROXTOWE BOROUGH

(revised, 22 March 2009)
PEDALS WISH LISTS FOR BROXTOWE, GEDLING AND RUSHCLIFFE BOROUGHS 

INTRODUCTION

Please note that although these revised "wish lists" cover specific cycling schemes (whether on-road, off-road or particular junction improvements) we also want to stress the importance of cyclists' needs being fully considered in all transport, major planning, regeneration and traffic management schemes, and the important benefits for cyclists of wider policies such as those to reduce traffic levels and traffic speeds, and, in particular much wider introduction of area-wide 20mph limits, particularly in residential areas and on minor roads, and near schools and shopping areas. 
In the vicinity of schools effective measures to exclude cars are very important when children are arriving and leaving, and these should form an integral part of efforts to promote walking and cycling to and from schools.

In any new residential areas we want to see priority given to the need for safe movement by bike and on foot, as recommended in the ‘Manual for Streets’ report, published by the Department for Transport in 2007.

Also important is to ensure coordination of schemes in Broxtowe, Gedling and Rushcliffe with ones being planned or upgraded in the City area, including ones forming part of the City Council’s planned cycling commuter corridor improvements, e.g. Bulwell-Hucknall Road, Strelley/Bilborough/Wollaton, Clifton and Netherfield and Carlton to Daleside Road. 

In the case of Broxtowe it is also important that improvements are coordinated with those in neighbouring Erewash Borough in Derbyshire, particularly following on from the Long Eaton initial Cycling Strategy Meeting held on Friday 23 January 2009.

Some of these will form part of wider highway changes and others will need specific safeguarding and identification in the various Local Development Frameworks now being prepared by District Councils. It is important that there is close liaison with planning control to make sure that none of the additional facilities identified are scuppered because the space for them is lost for development. There needs to be a policy to prevent the loss of potential cycling (or sustainable transport) facilities when development takes place.
We can also include some reference to the importance of well-designed, well-located and secure cycle parking facilities, and would welcome suggestions for specific locations where this is needed, particularly at public facilities. Requirements for cycle parking provision (or upgrading) outside shops or other private premises are best taken up directly with the store concerned, the County Council have recently made clear to us.

We again would like to emphasise the need for quality provision for cyclists, in terms of design, layout, construction and maintenance and including signing as well as surfacing. Good general maintenance standards of surfaces on roads are also vital for promoting cyclists’ safety.

Good quality design, construction and maintenance is important for off-road as well as on-road facilities and this means that off-road paths should avoid the inclusion of features such as A-frame barriers that can be a deterrent to pedal cycle use (as well as use by people in wheelchairs). Any access controls on such paths must be fully DDA compliant and this should make them much less awkward to use by most pedal cyclists. The needs of people with tandems, bike trailers and adult tricycles must also be borne in mind so that an overriding concern with physical measures to keep out motor bikes does not create significant problems for other users. We would also like to see existing A-frame barriers removed to make paths more cycle-friendly and this is particularly important where several are located close together, as this can very significantly slow down cyclists and disrupt their momentum.

In the case of off-road paths alongside roads, e.g. on roads with speed limits of 40mph or more, it is important that careful thought is given to the safety and convenience of cyclists getting on and off such routes, especially where they are to be found on one side of the road only and cyclists wishing to go in the opposite direction to traffic on the road can often have problems crossing safely.

These wish lists are primarily concerned with infrastructure for cyclists but that we also recognise the importance of good information for cyclists (via maps, websites and information packs for new cyclists, as recently agreed by the Greater Nottingham Transport Partnership / The Big Wheel)

Also, more widely, we strongly recognise the need for good cyclist training such as that provided locally by Ridewise to encourage safe, confident and responsible cycling among all ages and types of cyclist, combined with stricter enforcement action against drivers who abuse cycle facilities or who otherwise behave irresponsibly towards cyclists
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A. PRIORITIES (in order of priority)

A1. Comprehensive signing of path on north bank of River Trent west of City/Broxtowe Borough boundary towards Rylands, Attenborough and Long Eaton, including feeder links and the Attenborough loop path west of the Attenborough Wildlife Centre and parallel to the railway. 
This route also forms part of a good link between Beeston and Long Eaton, as identified at the Long Eaton initial Cycling Strategy Meeting held on Friday 23 January 2009.

A2. (In conjunction with NET Phase 2 plans) 
upgrade Greenway link through park by Eskdale Drive to Cator Lane (to connect to route to and from proposed Park and Ride site next to Bardill's roundabout at the western end of the Beeston/Chilwell extension route). 
This route also forms part of a good potential link between Broxtowe and Long Eaton, as identified at the Long Eaton initial Cycling Strategy Meeting held on Friday 23 January 2009.
It could also form part of a longer route between Eskdale Drive and the MCR (Millennium Cycle Route, or Sustrans Route 6) at the Ransom Road/Nottingham Road junction west of Attenborough, using quiet roads and upgraded path. (further details from Anne Sladen, email: haverajs@gmail.com) 

A3. (In conjunction with NET Phase 2 plans)

Improvements to the existing bridleway linking the A52 at Bardill's Roundabout (Toton Island) to Inham Nook Estate, Chilwell, (in connection with NET Phase 2 plans) and the recent improved toucan crossing facilities by the Highways Agency at Bardill Island – see below) with special attention to the stretch leading to Field Road, Chilwell and Baulk Lane, Stapleford. 
This value of this proposal was also emphasised in the Pedals submission to the NET Extension Public Inquiry in December 2008 as a good opportunity for cycling to benefit from the NET extension plans

A4. The section to Field Road, Chilwell has been improved, but the section to Baulk Lane, Stapleford, could still do with some improvement - it's really only suitable for mountain/hybrid type bikes.

A5. Cycle lanes on the A6005 between High Road (Toton) junction and Attenborough, especially in the vicinity of the traffic signals. 
This area is now quite hazardous for cyclists. Lots of lanes and turning near the 2 retail parks with no consideration for cyclists except to send them round the back streets of Toton on the MCR

A6. Derby Road between Bramcote Baths/Sherwin Arms roundabout and the Priory Roundabout.: There is now a bus (& cycle) lane into Nottingham, but no cycle facility westwards where the steep rise makes it very difficult for cyclists to pull over on the main road to go straight on towards Stapleford or right.  
Continuity of provision for cyclists is needed and this needs to be incorporated in the wider plans, especially if upgrading is being considered for Bridle Road (Bramcote) and crossing the A52T then northwards towards Balloon Woods.

A7. Further consideration of cyclists’ needs in current Highways Agency scheme for bus lane and junction changes on all of the A52T between Sherwin Arms / Bramcote Baths roundabout, including conversion of current pelican crossing to toucan crossing on west side of the Priory roundabout, near the shops, and coherent links to and from the City Council’s proposed Woodside Road cycling improvements between the City/Broxtowe boundary and the roundabout by the west entrance of Nottingham University and Broadgate (as discussed at a site meeting in November 2008 involving Robin Phillips and Hugh McClintock from Pedals, and John Lee and Justine Ramowski of Nottingham City Council).

A8. Beeston town centre ‘cycle bypass’, taking advantage of regeneration proposals to establish a through cycle route north of the High Road and running parallel to it and helping to reduce conflicts on Beeston High Road between through cyclists and pedestrians (as proposed in Pedals comments on Beeston Town Centre Action Plan in September 2007)

(Series of improvements needed on Sustrans Millennium Cycle Route / Route 6 of the National Cycle Network all the way between Meadow Lane, Chilwell and University Boulevard including): 
A9. alternative alignment (railside) for existing narrow path near south end of Mona Street cobbles at east end of Murden Way (near Boots bridge) need removing. 

A10. remove present right angle bend in cycle path near railway bridge (by Beeston Station and west of Station Road) by realigning path across car park of nearby housing site. This would enhance the value of the recent work to improve this corner

A11. Improvements needed at south end of Dovecot Lane to facilitate safer cycle access to and from the MCR (Queen's Road West), including possible repositioning of pelican crossing and its upgrading to toucan. Parking restrictions on Dovecote Lane would also improve its value as a safe designated route for cyclists.
B. OTHER SCHEMES

B1. Resolving the ‘no cycles’ section of the river bank path through Beeston Marina

B2. Upgrading of path from Beeston canal along west of Boots' boundary (near sewage works) (This is now in EXTREMELY poor condition) 

B3. City Road, Beeston: upgrading of cycle path at top end (near High Road) with widening and clearer signs and markings. 

B4. Sort out area at the north end of City Road/The City to allow contraflow cycling (southwards) from City Road across Middle Street (North of Middle Street) and into City Road as contraflow to enable cyclists to get easily from east end of Beeston Shopping area to Millennium Cycle Route at south end of Windsor Street, using Nether Street/King Street and existing pelican across Queen's Road, down Windsor Street to MCR (Sustrans Route 6), Beeston Station, Rylands, etc. 
Some work has been done in this area recently (installing crossing at Middle Street near City Road junction), but this hasn’t improved the situation for cyclists southbound from Beeston towards the MCR. Pelican crossing of Windsor Street needs replacing by a toucan crossing.
B5. Middle Street, Beeston: provide cycle lane (westbound) on approach to Station Road traffic signals and include Advance Stop Line (details depend on changes at this junction to accommodate the NET extension)
B6. Humber Road, Beeston: northern section: contraflow facility between the junctions with Middle Street and High Road/Broadgate. This could perhaps be routed through adjacent Broadgate Park

B7. Barton Lane (Attenborough): improve/widen path connecting to river to link up to the MCR (Sustrans Millennium Cycle Route, i.e. National Cycle Network route 6) and the riverside path (Attenborough to Long Eaton), as well as the Attenborough Wildlife Centre.

B8. Take advantage of the Environment Agency’s proposed River Trent Left Bank Flood Alleviation scheme plans to improve path from Barton Lane (Attenborough) following along parallel to, and to the south of the railway between Attenborough and Long Eaton (Meadows Lane) past the Yacht Club.

B9. Upgrade path across the River Erewash connecting Carrfield Avenue and Portland Road, Toton, with Lansdown Grove and Cleveland Avenue, Long Eaton, with links at High Road end of Portland Road, to new MCR toucan crossing near junction with Norfolk Avenue, Toton. 

B10. Upgrade footpath across the Meadows linking Mill Road, Stapleford, with Moor Bridge Lane to create a cycleway to the Nutbrook Trail where it passes under the Moor Bridge, and north of Moorbridge lane between Trowell Park and Stanton Gate.
This route also forms part of a good potential link between Broxtowe and Long Eaton, as identified at the Long Eaton initial Cycling Strategy Meeting held on Friday 23 January 2009.

B11. Upgrading of Moor Lane (bridleway) between Derby Road (Near Bramcote Hills Comprehensive School) and Coventry Lane (Balloon Wood) with continuation over M1 via The Moor and the Trowell Moor bridleway, etc. to Cossall, north of Trowell Road (west of Balloon Wood junction). Include link by canal under railway (needs surface improvement) 

B12. Trowell Road (between Balloon Woods and Trowell): provide cycle lanes or cycle path on north side, set back from road but with careful attention to the safety of cyclists accessing leaving any off-road path (currently difficult for ‘wrong way’ cyclists on the nearby shared path on the west side of Coventry Lane between Balloon Woods and Stapleford).
B13. Develop routes from Strelley Hall (near M1) to Kimberley, to Cossall and Nottingham Canal, both by improving existing paths

B14. Need for both County and City Councils to cooperate closely on more continuous and coherent cycling provision in Chilwell Dam, Strelley, Bilborough area along Woodhouse Way and Bilborough Road to connect through to cycle lanes on Wollaton Vale, and including better signing and marking of where it is and is not legal to cycle, e.g. on the east side of Woodhouse Way north of Strelley Road (just inside City area)

B15. LRT (Babbington Spur): Phoenix Centre NET Terminus to Watnall etc. completion of continuous cycle route scheme, (in co-ordination with the City Council) and including multi-user path under the M1 between Hempshill Vale (Low Wood Road) and Nuthall completed in 2007, and existing shared path on east side of Low Wood Road, and a new cycle path or shared path on the north side of the A610 between the Nuthall Island and Phoenix Park, etc.
B16. With the existing NET P&R at Phoenix Park, there is a golden opportunity to provide connections via upgraded paths from the Western Outer Loop Road (Low Wood Road) across the A610 via Mornington Crescent to the Temple Drive area of Nuthall and old Nottingham Rd to the P&R site.

B17. The surface of the path on the west side of the A610 Nuthall roundabout, near the Methodist Church, and connecting to the cycle route through the subway across the centre of the roundabout, has become very rough and needs upgrading.

B18. other cycle routes in the north of Broxtowe, the need for which was emphasised by some Councillors in the discussions on the paper on ‘Cycling in Broxtowe’, compiled by Tony Ward, at the Broxtowe Borough Council Scrutiny meeting in March 2008, and attended by Paul Hillier from Nottinghamshire County Council, as well as Hugh McClintock and Robin Phillips from Pedals.
B19. Provide cycle stands in Stapleford outside the Midland Bank, The Roach; Victoria Street car park, Derby Road Health Centre, Arthur Mee Centre, Church Street; behind Stapleford Library i.e. on Isaac's Lane. 
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