Minutes of the Pedals Meeting held at 7.30pm in the Vat & Fiddle Public House, Queens Bridge Road, Nottingham on Monday, 16th September, 2013.

Present: Hugh McClintock, Susan Young, Arthur Williams, Andrew Martin, Thomas Madar, Peter Briggs, Roy Wilson, David Miller, Brian Goss, Roland & Hilary Backhouse. 
Apologies were received from: David Easley, Richard Mallender, Andrew Househam, Julian Bentley and Mara Ozolins.

Steve Calvert was welcomed as guest speaker. He is county councillor for W. Bridgford Central & South and vice-chair of Transport & Highways committee. He discussed County council plans for improving cycling facilities and increasing the number of people cycling. These include an emphasis on encouraging and training children to cycle to school, working with the city council on linked routes, maintaining existing facilities to a good level. Pedals members welcomed these proposals and emphasised that spending money on cycle facilities is useful only if the facilities are of good quality and are maintained.
Minutes of Sept Meeting were agreed. 

Matters Arising: Cyclist dismount – Debate in local press: useful publicity
Hugh pushing for release on leaflet re cyclists and trams well before tram starts. Brian suggested that some roads with tracks will soon be open to traffic. Susan suggests use of temporary LED signs.
Andrew has floated idea with Councillor Jane Urquhart of cyclists’ priority (green wave) on planned new southern relief road.
Cambridge are in process of installing a Danish-style cycle counter / barometer with electronic indication of the number of cyclists passing that day and so far that year.
Julian Bentley’s Proposed Pedals organized bike ride; raised at CDG – potential problems were raised, such as need to close streets. Susan suggests that with good organization will not be too difficult to get off the ground. Agreed to publicise only as a potential idea for part of 35th Anniversary Celebrations.
Date for next AGM – 30th March. See notes below.
Consultation with Paddy Tipping, Police commissioner – Hugh raised two issues: 1. Road justice campaign, which is being led by CTC. We have now received a reply from PT. At Leeds, CTC asked for volunteers to get involved in campaign and offering Media training. Andrew and Roland may be willing to attend relevant local court cases to report back to CTC campaign.

PT is looking into the issue of Cycle security tagging and lack of co-ordination.

Reports from meetings attended: 

Well done Julian on organizing another successful ride.

Cyclenation campaign conference, Sat 5 October Leeds meeting – Roland said the most interesting talk was by Carlton Reid. Idea of driverless cars maybe far off, but new safety technology is definitely making an impact.

Cyclescape – this group have set up online resources for cycle campaigners. They would welcome feedback on the material available.

Nottm Local Access forum – Hugh reported that the bridge at far end of Colwick Park is to go ahead.
Membership – Hilary reported that there are 26 people who have not renewed from last year.

Hilary will send a reminder by email – but could also send round a list as many may be known by other active members.

Future Pedals Meeting plans:

Andrew to chair Nov. and to contact pub before meeting.

Nov – to include a discussion of 35th anniversary.

December – Peter Os and others to bring slides for presentations.

Feb – Hugh to ask Chris Carter who would be a good person to discuss cycle traffic light controls, etc.
AGM – Hugh to invite John Holmes, BBC, to come as a speaker.

10.30 start; 11.30 – speaker; 12 – 1.30: social + food; 2pm ride.

Future meetings relevant to Pedals:

Hugh and Peter B to join a meeting to discuss cycle signing around the city (Wed. 23rd) Brian suggested system in Loughborough with numbered routes (colour coded) is useful to indicate key radial routes. The use of timings on signs instead of mileage was discussed, but did not have widespread support.

Peter B is planning to go to EMCF in Leicester. He is interested in raising issues such as follow up of cycle thefts. Hugh also planning to go. Report back next month.
Andrew asked to follow up about cycle parking near Theatre Royal tram stop. Hugh said he would take this up with Keith Morgan
HS2 information events in Long Eaton 15/16 Nov. Peter would be interested in going to check out implications for cyclists.  Hugh to send him details.
East Midlands Trains: Stakeholders Forum : Peter B is intending to go to this in 3 weeks time = progress has been made on signs for cycle section on trains; need input to planned cycle hub. Hugh raised issue of safe routes to and from station. Cycle space on trains is also an issue. Brian asked for issue of E-bike charging points at the station hub.
Stalls: Agreed not to commit ourselves to Nottingham Light Night.

WB local transport forum – Hugh and Julian keen to raise need for safe crossing on L’boro Rd.

Cycle Facilities/traffic management:

Brian has had an input into discussion of improvements to Erewash Trail.

No reply regarding tables outside Orange Tree, Shakespeare St. Hugh agreed to raise at next CDG the general issue of permission to put tables on routes used by cyclists.

Encouraging cycling at Rushcliffe Comp. Hugh had a meeting with the Head, himself a cyclist, who is keen to look for funding to improve facilities for cycling to this school. 

Potential bridge across from new development at Eastside (Trent Lane / Trent Basin)  to Ladybay area – 5-10 year timescale; support from developers in the Eastside area.

New Ilkeston station: planned bridge that Derbyshire CC only want to have as pedestrian bridge, but support to make it a cycle facility. Hugh to circulate details of a meeting to discuss this.

NLAF Planning sub-group on new Nottingham City local plan; Hugh plans to attend consultation meeting.

History of Raleigh: plans to develop plaques and other markers of the history of cycle industry in Nottingham. A talk is planned for 1st December.
Electric bikes – encourage E-bikes to be included in Ridewise cycle event. Also raise issue of charging points.

Publicity: Newsletter – Hugh reported that next issue will be ready to send out next week. 

The meeting closed at 9.50 pm. 

